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Pohick Church (Protestant Fpiscopal) TADS Wo. Ya~1l90
Pohick Viclnity
Fairfax County, Virginisz

Pohick Church

The lollowing document was prepared in 192k vy the late
1"

Gleon Browi, restoration architect, who headed it "Hecollections
of the Restoration of pPohick Church,” This five page pencil holo-
graoph is preserved in the Manuscript Division of the Library of
Congress and the contributor is indebted to the late Allen L. Reese
for a painstaking transcription made in 1047. Mr. Reese wrobe that
the notatlions appear to e rough Jottings with no dindication of the
purpose for which theoy were msde.
" About thirty wvears ago Mr. H. H. Dodge (superintendent
at Mount VYernon) came to see me anhout restoring Pohick Church - T
went to ¥t. Vernon and he and 1 made & earefud search thirough the
o0ld vestry books making extracts from it of 2ll data relating to the
building of the church -~ from this data I was abie to make s plan of
the intericr and locate the ssaismmesns-er sale of pews to individuals
and the assigament of sections to classes of the communt membership -
"Dodge and I mads a trip Crom Mt Vernon by buggy we found
the interior had been gutted - even 4o the window panes and sash whike
Fhe-grounas~-Thape~were-~a-foew  The {loor had been relaid of poor quality
pine and smali numbar of plain rough wooden benches with a rough chancel
rall and desk were constitubed the interior - We called upon the rechor
and his wife - Mr Dr. and Mrs. Wallace - who were pleased ab the idea
of having the church restoved -
" T made plans for the imberior basing the details on old

Gecrgian churches of the pericdCh like Christ Church Alexandris Xings

Chapel Boston, and the Newport Church -



Mr. Dodge - through the regemts of Mount Vernon, ook
aedivre abeps bo terive womey and. patrictic societlies took active
steps to ralise the money for the purpose -

"It was determined not to wait untﬁl noney enougn-te was
secured to finish the work at one time, bubt to start the restors-
tion immediately ~ and do the work it plecemeal, as far as contri-
vubions allowed -

" Before the work aebu-on the buildéing commenced, Mr. Mead
vaecame rector ~ and hesrily agreed that the church should fmv be
reslly a restoraticn even 1if sccording to modern ideas. Comford
ves 1n some instences was ignored -

"The first contribution of importence was {rom thne Douvghters
{or Colonigl Demes)® 4m-4%ke for the pulpit - and enclosure - Then
contributions were received from descendants of original pew holders
sewe- fave-er-were allowing for six box pews - The chancel rail was
one of the next sbeps, wsw followed by the sounding board asbove the
pulpit, conbributicns for which were secured largely by Mr. Dodge.
From time to time, as money was secured additicnal pews werg put in
place., ‘Yhen came one of the most important contributions for a rear
reredos - to complete the chancel - In this way with lapses of years
the regtoraticn progressed, with the active support of the Rector
r. Mead and Vestryman Corbin Thompson -~ ¥ss-4m To Miss Amy Yownsend,
WEE- DeciRe- dnreyested~d 448 Mt. Vernon regent from M. Y. became
interested in the work cnd determined to ralse the money for ite com-

pletion. She secured meney contributions lor completing the pews &
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doors wainscoting painting - window % frames sash and glazing,
wall and gote way - and treatment of the grounds -

"During this period of thirty years - every detail ef has
had constant care - and supervision looking only to make It as much

"

like the ¢ld church as possible -
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ADDENDUM TO:
POHICK CHURCH

9301 Richmond Highway
Lorton vicinity

Fairfax County

Virginia
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